Dear Pearlp 


4/5/75 

Bastj respoziae to your letter of the asking vhat can be done to help 

a reporter friend^ AragoHv ^jailed for five years in Panaioa i«ltbout trial* 

% short# I wish 1 knewl In a dictatorship, laws and Lawyers generaliy mean nothing* 

If anything con, X auppose it is making it embarrassing for the dictatorship* 1!he 
first consider, I would also suppose, is causing attention so that he will not suffer 
needlessly and may have a better chance for survival* If he is at all leftist, aa you 
say he is, his stnrvival prospects are dimmer* Xh^rsofre, if from inexperience I can 
give any advice, I would urge public attention outside of i^^anama by whatever means 
possible* 

The most obvious would seem to be through the various organisations of joumaXiatB* 
Another is through the U*S* press, some elements of which like to consider themselves 
dectmt and some tine a welcoioe a chance to make the pretcmso* Wh«a it is another country, 
it is oaaier for th<^* 

If you were still in Mexico, I*d sug^^at counsel witii Belfraga* % now having 
his own troubles* The IT*0* will not admit him to keep Bome university speaking engagements 
in connection vflth a book exposing U*S* repressioiii* 

However, anything along these lines should be done with scrupuloua accuracy or 
it will be shot down imriodiately* 

Perhaps it would be possible to get ropresentativcs of Batin American countries 
not particularly sytap&thetic to Panama to moke nol^s at the HH? There also are 
missions on human rights* I think appeal might be made to them* 

If deportation could be arranged, that would seem like a good aolutioh* After 
some publicity his prospects mi^t be better if this can be brou^t about* be 

a kind of hero in many places and could earn a living* 

■“T- — 

I have gone over HlnckXe^e Hs<|uire piece with some care* X think that in time It 
may be quite helpful to you. Especially if the liinckLe^Turnar integrity even becomes 
an iasua! 

Better luck in Los Angeles* 


Our best. 


